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Katsumi Shishido
I was very impressed by the lively discussions at the workshop. | believe that as the activities continue, the
environment in Souq Silah will get better. During the workshop, many opinions were presented about the community

and living environment. | think we can classify the opinions into three categories: street environment issues, safe



environment for children, effective use of historical architectural heritage, and tourism.

I am very sympathetic to the idea of turning Souq Silah into an open museum. Even if each historical architectural
heritage is small, I believe that an open museum can be realized by utilizing the charm of Souq Silah. In an open
museum, local residents are important performers. The people who live with the historical architectural heritage are
also part of the Open Museum.

The Manjak Palace is located at the main entrance of Souq Silah. I think it is a place where we can show the symbol
of the district to visitors from outside. | sympathize with the idea of making it a place to display and sell traditional
crafts, handicrafts, foods, and sweets produced in Souq Silah.

The remains of the Hammam (public bathhouse) are located in the central part of Souq Silah. The area around the
hammam is a traditional square, but the heavy traffic makes it difficult for pedestrians to walk around. | think the
idea of rebuilding the hammam and bringing it back to its original form and function is great. | also think that the
hammam can be shared with tourists by dividing it into different days and hours.

Historically, hammams have served as a space for local residents to interact with each other. It is said that the
hammam used to be a kind of ahwa for women. From the desire for beauty parlors and massage facilities, we can
infer a lack of facilities for women to interact. Today, most of the hammam culture in Cairo is said to be lost. It may
be difficult to turn them into public bathrooms for daily use. | agree with the idea of making it ahammam that would
be used for special occasions like marriages, ceremonies, and religious events. Other ideas include public laundries,
public kitchens, wedding and funeral venues, and child support centers. It is also important that the facility be
accessible to female residents on a daily basis.

Many people expressed a desire for Sabir Kuttab to have its original religious use. It may be expected to play a role
in the care of school children. | agree with the idea of turning the Sabir Kuttab into a library. Each Sabir Kuttab can
be proposed as a decentralized library. Each Sabir Kuttab would consist of stacks and study rooms, which could be
segregated by age, discipline, and gender.

A critical issue on Souq Silah Street is traffic. The historic city was formed in a time when there were no cars; Souq
Silah Street is a pedestrian-sized street. In order for cars and pedestrians to live in harmony, it is necessary to restrict
vehicle access. Time zone restrictions for cars, one-way restrictions, and human-powered vehicles are also
candidates. Also, by adopting a street design that emphasizes the fact that it is a pedestrian space, cars will be less
likely to speed.

Planting trees on streets has both landscape and environmental benefits. On the other hand, planting street trees also
has the disadvantage of narrowing the width of the street. There are also methods such as wall greening and greening
on the street. By installing awnings and eaves of common design on building facades, it is possible to create a unique

streetscape.
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